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Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 May 2001 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2bM This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle. 1935 C D 1 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims ' ' ' 

4) S Claim(s) i:27 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) EI Claim(s) 16-27 is/are rejected. 

7) n Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 13 Claim(s) 1:^27 are subject to restridion and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are. a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
IDD The proposed drawing correction filed on is: 3)0 approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

3)13 All b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notice Of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Inten^lew Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2 U Notice of Draftsperson s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Infomial Patent Application (PTO-1 i^T 

3) |_J Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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Application/Control Number: 09862997 
Art Unit: 2875 

DETAILED ACTION 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S. C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-15, drawn to a method of manufacturing a wood-base, classified in class 
144, subclass 332. 

II. Claims 16-27, drawn to a wood-base decorative article, classified in class 362, 
subclass 351. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because: 

Inventions I and II are related as process of making and product made. The inventions are 
distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) that the process as claimed can be 
used to make other and materially different product or (2) that the product as claimed can be 
made by another and materially different process (MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant group I 
involves steps of performing a coating process on a veneer formed by slicing wood, and preparing 
a veneer sheet by bonding. Group II is a process of using the product made by utilizing a source 
©flight. 

Inventions group I and group II are related as mutually exclusive species in an 
intermediate-final product relationship. Distinctness is proven for claims in this relationship if the 
intermediate product is useful to make other than the final product (MPEP § 806.04(b), 3rd 
paragraph), and the species are patentably distinct (MPEP § 806.04(h)). In the instant case, the 
intermediate product is deemed to be useful as wood-base decorative and the inventions are 
deemed patentably distinct since there is nothing on this record to show them to be obvious 
variants. Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably distinct. 
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applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the species to 
be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case, hi either instance, if the 
examiner finds one of the inventions anticipated by the prior art, the evidence or admission may be 
used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the search required 
for Group I is not required for Group II, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper. 



Election/Restriction 

1 . During a telephone conversation with Attorney Herbert I. Cantor on 04/08/2003 a 
provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of a wood-base 
decorative article, claims 16-27. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in 
replying to this Office action. Claims 1-15 have been withdrawn from further consideration by the 
examiner, 37 CFR 1. 142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

2. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims 1-15 to a non-elected invention, 
the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(1). 
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Art Unit: 2875 



Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 16- 20, 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wurz et 

al. (U.S.5,989,657). 

Wurz C657) discloses a trim strip having: 

Regarding claim 16, a veneer (8) formed by slicing wood; and a substrate formed of a 
transparent synthetic resin or layer (1) and joined to a rear surface of the veneer (8) (see figs. 1- 



Regarding claim 17, the transparent reinforcing member (1) for reinforcing the veneer (8) is 
interposed betv^een the veneer (8) and the substrate (see figs. 1-4). 

Regarding claim 18, at least one of the veneer (8) and the reinforcing member (9) is 
impregnated with a transparent synthetic resin (1), 

Regarding claim 19, a design layer or decor layer (2a) for increasing variation of a design of 
the veneer (8) is arranged on at least one of front and rear surfaces of the substrate (see figs. 1-4). 

Regarding claim 20, the design layer or decor layer (2a) is removably attached to the rear 
surface of the substrate (see figs. 1-4). 

Regarding claim 26, wherein part of the substrate is formed of an opaque synthetic resin. 



4). 
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Art Unit: 2875 



Regarding claim 27, a topcoat (2) is applied to a front surface (6) of the veneer (8). 



Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 21-23, 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wurz 
C657) in view of Johnson et al. (U.S.6,439,731). 

Wurz C657) discloses the claimed invention except for a light source. 
Johnson ('731) discloses a flat panel LCD display having: 

Regarding claim 21, a light source (12) for illumination is provided on a rear surface side 
of the substrate (see figs. 1-2). 

Regarding claim 22, at least one of a color and an amount of light emitted from the light 
source is variable (col. 5, lines 36-61). 

Regarding claim 23, a light guide plate or optical chamber (16) for making uniform the 
from the light source (12) is interposed between the light and the substrate. 

Regarding claim 25, an indicator for giving a predetermined indication by using at least 
one of a LC (18) device and an LED device is provided on a rear surface side of the substrate. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to utilize the trim strip of Wurz ('657) with the light source discloses by Johnson ('73 1) for 
benefit and advantage to provide a layered illumination assembly for mounting in a 
backlighting relationship with a liquid crystal display device, because the arrangement of LEDs 
essentially filling the entirety of the surface, and backlighting the LCD panel with an essentially 
uniform illumination. 

7. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Wurz ('657) in 
view of Johnson ('731) as applied to claim 21 above, and further in view of Jennings 
(U.S.6,156,411). 

8. Wurz ('657) in view of Johnson ('73 1) disclose the claimed invention except for a 
predetermined information. 

Jennings ('411) discloses a decorative backlight components using transparent 
thermoplastic elastomers and methods of making the same. 

Regarding claim 24, a display member (52) for displaying predetermined information 
(58/60) is provided on a front surface of the veneer (see fig. 6). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to utilize the trim strip of Wurz ('657) in view of Johnson ('731) with the predetermined 
information disclosed by Jennings ('41 1) for the benefit and advantage to provide a thin 
decorative layer molded onto the surface, the decorative fibn may consist of multiple layers, 
incorporating colors, graphics and different textures for aesthetic purposes. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Bertrand Zeade whose telephone number is 703-308-6084. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday fi'om 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Sandra O'Shea, can be reached on (703) 305-4939. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9318. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0956. 
Examiner: Bertrand Zeade A 
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